
Congressman Brady Issues Statement on Foreign Made Souveniers in House Gift
Shops 

Says that Congressional souveniers should be made by US companies

Washington, D.C. (January 23, 2009):  Congressman Bob Brady (D-Pa), Chairman of the U.S. House of Representatives'
Committee on House Administration, has issued a statement supporting the exclusive purchase of U.S. made souvenirs
and keepsakes for sale in House of Representatives gift shops.  Brady's statement is in response to recent reports that
foreign made merchandise was purchased for re-sale in the Capitol Visitor Center gift shop. 


 " I feel very strongly that souvenirs sold in House gift shops should be produced by U.S. companies," said Brady. " At a
time when our economy is struggling and U.S. companies are being forced to lay off workers, I believe that every effort
should be made to support U.S. industry.  The idea that the Capitol's main gift shop could be selling a model of our Statue
of Freedom that is manufactured in China, does a disservice to the millions of American workers who are losing their jobs
and their ability to support their families".



 " I understand concerns about the funds that have been expended in purchasing some items when the staff did not
understand the House's position on this matter, and the Committee is working with the Visitor Center staff to dispose of
them in a manner that allows for the recovery of their purchase price," Brady added. " But as our nation celebrates a
renewed optimism and talks about the sacrifices that will be made in the days to come, this is an issue of national pride."



 The Committee on House Administration oversees the operations of the U.S. House of Representatives, including the
newly completed Capitol Visitor Center.  
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